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Little Xinnakeet Life-Saving Station.

Dare County. North Carolina - 1987 Happing Project

Feature 1:

Feature 2:

Feature 3:

Feature Descriptions

See page 13 for map titled GROUND STUDY BASE MAP, 1987
for the feature descriptions listed below.

Feature 1 is evidenced by eight upright square wooden
posts (approximately 20 inches high) that have been set
in the ground in two parallel rows each of which
consists of four equidistant posts five feet apart.
Lying on the ground surface immediately next to the
western row of posts are a number of two-by-four boards
which have been nailed together in what appears to be a
lattice pattern. Feature 1 measures 10.6 feet (E-¥) by
19.6 feet {(N-S) and is located at a slightly northeast
angle to the northeast corner of the 1904 residence and
» (or approximately) 56 feet from transit station A (5°
E of N). The function of feature 1 is unknown although
it may have had something to do with the two dwelling
structures or houses that were supposedly situated
nearby. The visibility of feature 1 is excellent.

B & ¥ roll/exposure 1.28-29; Color slide roll/exposure
1.30-31.

Feature 2 is a » 2 foot square concrete pad which has a
dated inscription of "Oct 5, 1921". Feature 2 is
located northeast of the northeast corner of the 1904
residence and =~ 125 feet from transit station A (34° E
of N). Feature 2s function is unknown. It is,
however. situated close to feature 6 (paved bricks) and
feature 3 (electrical utility pole). The visibility of
feature 2 is good. No photographs were taken.

Feature 3 is an electrical utility pole {(#1) which is
located next to feature 4, the north road which
branches from the entrance road to the life-saving
station (feature 8). Feature 3 is located northeast

of the northeast corner of the 1904 residence and » 143
feet from transit station A (53° E of N). Feature 3
and feature 11 (electrical utility pole #2) are part of
the same electrical line which serves the life-saving
station. The visibility of the feature is excellent.

B & ¥ roll/exposure 1.33,36.
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Feature Descriptions con't

Feature 4:

Feature 5:

Feature 6:

Feature 4 is an o0ld road bed which branches north from
the east-west entrance road (feature 8) that accesses
the life-saving station. Where feature 4 branches
from the entrance road »~ 150 feet east-northeast of
transit station A (60° E of N) the old road bed is
evidenced by shallow grooved depressions in the grourd
which go between some older cedar trees that are
growing in-and-around feature 3 (electrical utility
pole #1). The old road bed averages » 8 feet in width
and follows a generally northeasterly direction for
some 350 feet at which point the road bed is obscured
by the growth of the surrounding vegetation. Feature 4
is near to the two dwelling structures that were once
supposedly located in the area north of the 1904
residence. B & ¥ roll/exposure 1.24,33-34,36; Color
slide roll/exposure 1.35-36.

Feature 5 is a fallen life-saving station drill tower.
The platform of the tower has a 3 foot high railing
with a rectangular floor (4.1 feet by 6 feet) which is
made of two-by-six plank boards. The floor of the
platform is 20 feet above the base of a 26 foot tall
wooden pole {9 inch diameter). the latter of which
extends up through the center of the platform. About
two feet west of the base of the pole is its broken off
stump. Three concrete pads with embedded guide wire
anchor bolts are present on the north, east, and west
sides =~ 28 feet from stump. The drill tower is located
northeast of the northeast cornmer of the 1904 residence
and 314 feet from transit station & (23° E of N).
Except for the broken base of the wooden pole, the
tower is in good condition. Visibility excellent.

B & ¥ roll/exposure 1.31-32; Color slide roll/exposure
1.33-34.

Feature 6 represents a small area (= 3-4 square feet)
of paved bricks which is »~ 119 feet northeast of
transit station A (23° E of N). The function of the
paving is unknown, but it may represent a walkway,
fallen wall, or debris from the one of the two dwelling
structures that were purportedly situated in the
immediate proximity. As such, feature 6 may be
functionally related to features 1, 2, and 7; the last
of which is apparently a mounded refuse area. Feature
6 is barely visible on the ground surface. B & ¥
roll/exposure 1.24,30.
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Feature Descriptions con't

Feature 7:

Feature 8:

Feature 9:

Feature 10:

Feature 7 appears to be a refuse area (or dump) with a
pedium density scatter of glass, ceramics, burnt coal
and metal debris. The debris from the refuse area is
concentrated around a linear north -south mound (= 3
feet high) which tapers to the ground surface to the
south and west. Feature 7 is located slightly north-
east of the northeast corner of the 1904 residence and
% 222 feet from transit station A (16° E of N) and may
be functionally related to features 1, 2, and 6 and the
two dwelling structures which were supposedly found in
the immediate vicinity. The visibility of feature 7 is
good. No photographs were taken.

Feature 8 is the ORY entrance road which accesses the
life-saving station from State Route 12; the latter of
vhich is = 600 feet from transit station A (94° E

of N). After an =~ 480 foot east-west section the
entrance road curves to the left and around the chain-
link fence which currently surrounds the 1904 residence
and other standing structures. Partway around the
fence and south of the 1904 residence, the road widens
from = 18 to » 44 feet. South of the kitchen another
undesignated road splits off to theleft from the
entrance road. the undesignated roadcontinuing on to
0l1d Little Kinnakeet Yillage and a cemetery which is
located in a hummock along the Sound shore (Dare ¥ 11).
The entrance road, however, follows the fence line to
the right and ending up at the shoreof the Sound after
an east-west traverse of several hundred feet.
Excellent visibility. B & ¥ roll/exposure 1.23-25,35;
2.8-9,12; Color slide roll/exposure 1.23,K26-29,37;
2.4,6-7.11,36.

Feature 9 is a rusted rectangular metal grid (= 2 feet
by » 4 feet) which is located east of the 1904
residence = 350 feet from transit station A (960 E of
N). Feature 9 is lying on the ground surface at an
angle of » 1950 E of N. Although the function of
feature 9 is unknown its proximity to State Highway 12
suggests it may be debris which is not relevant to the
life-saving station. Feature 9 is 75 feet or so south
of feature 10 (utility pole cross-beam). V¥isibility
fairly good. B & ¥ roll/exposure 2.3; Color slide
roll/exposure 2.2.

Feature 10 is a cross-beam of a utility pole (~ 6 feet
long) which is lying on the ground surface at an angle
of = 190° E of N. Feature 10 is located east of the
1904 residence and roughly 425 feet from transit
station A (98° E of N). Its relevance to the life-
saving station is unknown. Fairly good visibility.

B & ¥ roll/exposure 2.5.
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Feature Descriptions con't

Feature 11:

Feature 12:

Feature 13:

Feature 15:

Feature 16:

Feature 11 is an electrical utility pole (#2) located
north of the northwest corner of the 1904 residence and
» 137 feet from transit station A (1050 ¥ of N).
Feature 11 is part of the electrical line that services
the life-saving station (cf. feature 3 - electrical
utility pole #1). Excellent visibility. No photographs

Feature 12 is a pile of wood planks which is located
along the inside of the chain-link fence north of the
1904 residence and = 150 feet from transit station A

{(» 910 ¥ of N). The wood pile measures = 45 feet (E-W)
by » 25 feet (N-5). The wood in the pile is ostensibly
from the water tanks and other standing structures that
were once situated just north of the northwest corner
of the 1904 residence. Excellent visibility. B & ¥
roll/exposure 1.2-3.

Feature 13 is an L-shaped depression in the ground
surface just north of the northwesat corner of the
kitchen and = 227 feet from transit station A (= 95° ¥
of N). The function of feature 13 is unknown although
there is a scattering of coal across the surface of the
depression. Yisibility fair. B & ¥ roll/exposure
1.10.2%.

Feature 15 is a possible road bed located south of the
1904 residence and » 104 feet from transit station B
{120° W of N). The road bed loops southeast from the
point where the entrance road (feature 8) and the
undesignated road to O0ld Little Kinnakeet Yillage
(Dare Y 11) split joining back with the entrance road
at transit station B. The road bed of feature 15
neasures about § feet across and is more visible on the
western side where it goes between some older cedar
trees. B & ¥ roll/exposure 1.26; Color slide
roll/exposure 1.27-28; 2.4.

Feature 16 consists of two upright galvenized pipes
(# 3 inch diameter, = 2 feet high) which are located
along the south side of the entrance road (feature 8)
and ~ 35 feet from the "Keet" U.5.G.S. benchmark west
of the southwest corner of the 1904 residence.
Although their function is unknown the pipes are
similar to the fuel pipes located next to the northwest
of the 1904 residence. Other undesignated sets of
pipea that are like feature 16 occur some 115'west-
northwest of feature 5 (25° ¥ of N) and about 250-300
feet east of the southeast corner of the 1904
residence. The visibility of feature 16 is excellent.
B & ¥ roll/exposure 2.11 (for benchmark).
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Feature Descriptions con't

Feature 17:

Feature 19:

Feature 21:

Feature 17 is a ~ 3 foot square concrete pad with large
embedded sea shells. Feature 17 is located = 73 feet
southwest of the "Keet" U.5.G.S. benchmark (141° ¥ of
N). The function of the pad is unknown, but it is
situated on a slightly higher sand dune and between the
locations of a putative coal bin and wood rack.
Yisibility fair. B & ¥ roll/exposure 2.10,11; Color
slide roll/exposure 2.8.

Feature 19 is a pile of burnt refuse (= 3 feet in
diameter) that includes ash, burnt coal., window screen,
and rusted muffler fragments. Feature 19 is located

= 126 feet from a temporary transit station (= 600 ¥ of
N) along feature 8 that is west-northwest of the "Keet"
U.5.G.5. benchmark. No determination can be made about
the affinities of feature 19 even though the proximity
to feature 8 entrance road suggests it may be a propi-
tious feature unrelated to the life-saving station.
Yisibility fair. No photographs.

Feature 21 consists of unburnt refuse that includes a
used paint brush. bottles. and window screen. The
feature is located =~ 232 feet from the same temporary
transit station (» 400 ¥ of N) used to locate feature
19. The documented painting of buildings at the life-
saving station and screening of the 1904 residence
suggest that feature 21 may be related to the life-
saving station. No photographs.
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Documented Standing Structures {(Observed)

1904 Residence

¥ater Tank Platform

Two Upright Fuel
' Pipes

Two-Lidded Septic
- Tank

Concrete Pad With
4 Iron Bolts

Concrete Pad Behind
Addition (6' x 9')

Residence Addition
Coal Bin Entrance

Sidewalk Parallel .
to Residence
{South Side)

Septic Tank

‘Except for pealing paint the exterior of this

structure is in good condition.

B & W roll/exposure 1.1,13-16,20,30;
2.4,6-7,11,13,26-29,32; Color slide
roll/exposure 1.1,10,13-15,20,36;
2.3.5.9-10,13,24-27,29-31,35.

Except for some crumbling concrete on the
underside of the platform, the structure is
in good condition. B & ¥ roll/exposure
1.10,17,20:2.13,33; Color slide
roll/exposure 1.16-18:2.28.

B & ¥ roll/exposure 1.18:2.30; Color slide
roll/exposure 1.17;2.31.

B & ¥ roll/exposure 1.19-20;2.31. Color slide
roll/exposure 1.19:2. 33.

B & ¥ roll/exposure 1.20-21; Color slide
roll/exposure 1.21.

B & ¥ roll/exposure 1.22; Color slide
roll/exposure 1.22.

B & W roll/exposure 1.10,13,20;2.24; Color
slide roll/exposure 1.13,20;2.24-25,34.

B & ¥ roll/exposure 1.13-14:2.25,28; Color
roll/exposure 2. 26.

Inscribed in the concrete at the east end of
this sidewalk is the date "May 23, 193?".
B & ¥ roll/exposure 1.14.

This septic tank is visible on the ground
surface southwest of the southwest corner of
the 1904 Residence. B & ¥ roll/exposure
1.13.

Other than differentially weathered and
pealing paint, deterioration of the northside
doorway, and some boards off the southside of
the building, the structure is in good
condition. B & W roll/exposure 1.8-12,627,30;

"~ 2.20-24; Color slide roll/exposure

1.8-12,14,23,29;2.19,21-23.
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Documented Stamding Structures (Observed) con't

1874 Boathouse Pealing paint, but otherwise in good
condition. Interior buttresses below eave
are preserved within the leanto addition on
the east side of the boathouse. Behind the
northwest side of the boathouse is a low
depression in the ground surface (= 30 feet
N-S by = 12 feet E-¥). B & ¥ roll/exposure
1.3-7,12,27; 2.9.14-19; Color slide
roll/exposure 1.3-7,12,14,29;
2.7.14-18,20, 23, 32.

Documented Standing Structures {(Not Observed)

Dwelling Structures Possibly evidenced by features 1,2,
4 and 6.

—— — — ———— ——— — — —————— — ————— — — —— — — ——— — — — —— — — — ——— - — ——— — — —————— —————— —— -

Water Well S5lightly Northeast No evidence in the area around
of 1904 Residence transit station A where the well
was supposedly located.

1904 Residence No evidence.
Picket Fence

1874 Boathouse Corral No evidence of corral on the east
side of the boathouse. B & ¥
roll/exposure 1.3,27; 2.19.

Privy West of 1874 Boathouse No evidence in the higher area
northwest of the boathouse. Color
slide roll/exposure 2.12.

Signal Tower Its putative location south of the
1904 Residence and along the
entrance road (feature 8) produced
no evidence of concrete footers the
signal tower purportedly had.

B & ¥ roll/exposure 1.26.
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Documented Standing Structures (Not Observed) con't

Drill Tower Southwest of No evidence of this feature along
1904 Residence the west side of the undesignated
road to 01ld Little Kinnakeet and
cemetery.
Coal Bin Evidence of this feature is limited

to a scatter of coal = 20 feet
northwest of its purported
location and possibly feature 17.
B & ¥ roll/exposure 2.11.

- Wood Rack No evidence other than possibly
feature 17.

Little Kinnakeet Life-Saving Station Yegetation

The vegetation at Little Kinnakeet consists of dense thickets of
briars, shrubs, amd cedar and other low trees interspersed with
sandy open areas of beach grass and prickly pear cactus.
Yisibility in the former is fair to poor; the latter is fair to

excellent. Examples: B & ¥ roll/exposure 1.25,30,.33; 2.2.4; Color
slide roll/exposure 2.12.

dnt
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THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA

AT
CHAPEL HILL
Research Laboratories of Anthropology The University of North Carolina
Box 2, Alumni Building 004 A
Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514
May 6, 1987

Paul Inashima

National Park Service
Applied Archaeological Center
11710 Hunters Lane

Rockville, Maryland 20852

Dear Paul,

I'm glad you called today because our conversation help to shorter the
first draft of this letter considerably. When you get the map and have a
chance to look over it and decide you want the contour information, please
let me know and I can forward it. Hope the map tube arrives safely.

I've included several items in this packet:

1. The two B/W contact sheets and negatives, and two boxes of color
slides. There are four photo log sheets to accampany these.

2. A copy of the descriptive narrative to accampany features photo-
graphed and some not photographed. The second copy of this is
with the map. :

3. Four pages of UNC site form information on our 31Drll located
near the L-S Station. Maybe same of this will be useful for
future planning/research.

4. Ahand-drawn "memory map" produced by Manson Meekins, a local
informant. Date of the map is circa 1926. Lots of valuable
info on here, though finding it in the field was less than
successful, particularly for pigpens, wood racks, wells, etc.
Of those crew members listed in the bottam right corner, only
Lloyd Scarborough (of Buxton) is still living. Descendants of
the crew members who might be helpful are:

Manson Meekins, son of Harrison Meekins

Maxton Midgett, son of Sumner Midgett (lives in Virginia Beach)
Arthur Gray, son of Alonzo Gray (of Avon)

Ellis Gray, son of Ivy Gray (Avon)

Dallis Miller, son of Bembry Miller

5. A business card from Dr. Theodore R. Dudley, botanist from U.S.

National Arboretum, who visited the site while we were mapping.
He pointed out three shrubs (remnants) around the station area
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L.Carnes: 2

which were noteworthy. He said they were in the Rutacae family,
genus unknown. Though the plants are not rare, he felt their location
there was interesting and efforts should be made to preserve them.
The locations of the three plants is shown on the map by a *.

6. .A telephone log for calls placed by me to you and N.P.S. personnel.

7. Receipts and reimbursement items:
- room receipts for three nights at the Kona Kai - $145.80 each
- processing receipt for film/slides for me - $27.09
- and total mileage came to 617 miles @ $.205 p/m

Finally, I'll offer a few general camments about the project mapping,
vegetation, features, etc. First, the concrete foundations for the 1935
Signal Tower were not found, possibly having been removed when the road
~was widened south of the station. The sand in this area is very deep and
loose. Second, the decorative buttresses along the east and west eaves are
intact on both sides. They were not removed on the east side when the lean-to,
was added, as.indicated by Mr. Green (1986:198). Third, the vegetation was
very tall and dense in same areas of the site which greatly reduced surface
visibility. A walkover with Mr. Meekins or some other informant may prove
useful in the future for locating additional features, particularly those
with minimal structural evidence.

I hope to hear fram you soon when you've looked over the map and photos,
and accampanying narrative. If you have any questions or our descriptions
seem unclear, :rplease call and maybe I can help. It is an interesting site
and I look forward to another visit there sametime in the future, hopefully
with fewer prickly-pears and wasps!

Sincerely yours,

.

Linda F. Carnes
Research Labs of Anthropology
UNC

Dr. Theodore R. Dudley

' Research Botanist

U.S. National Arboretum

3501 New York Ave., N.E.
Washington, D.C. 20002, U.S.A.

202-475-4842
. \T|
Al 10041 Worrell Ave.,
L____) Glenn Dale, Maryland, 20769, U.S.A.
301-390-6384
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
DSC-Eastern Team

Applied Archeology Center M[\Y i 1 1987
IN REPLY REFER TO: “11710 Hunters Lane
Rockville, Maryland 20852

H3015 (DSC-SEN)
CAHA-202-35

Memorandum

To: Team Captain, Williamsport Preservation Training Center, DSC

Through: Chief, Applied Archeology Center, Eastern Team, DSCi ;A _

From: Archeologist, Applied Archeology Centér, Eastern Team, DSC

Reference: Cape Hatteras National Seashore, Pkg. No. 202, Archeological
Ground Survey of Little Kinnakeet U.S. Life Saving Servic
Station (35) ‘

Subject: Transmittal of Archeological Documents

Per our conversation of May 8th, I have received the completed project
documents from the grounds' survey at Little Kinnakeet U.S. Life Saving
Service Station. I have examined them and have found them to more than
adequately satisfy the original scope of the project. The original docu-
ments and records which I am forwarding to you include:

1. A pen-on-ink base map.

2. A typed listing and annotation on identified features, standing
structures, and vegetation.

3. A "memory map" by Manson Meekins, circa 1925.

4. Photographic documentation of the grounds' survey findings (2 sets
of color slides; 2 sets of B&W negatives and contact sheets).

5. Copy of site form 31Drll for an historic cemetery near Little
Kinnakeet.

6. Copy of cover letter from Linda Carnes of the project staff to
myself.

Also, per our discussion, I will be forwarding copies of these documents
to Jerome Greene.

Should you need any additional interpretation of the base map please feel
free to contact me directly.

Paul Y. Inashima
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ces
CAHA-Superintendent
SER-PH-Regional Archeologist

SEN:PInashima:pyi:05/08/87:(301)-443-5972

74



As the nation’s principal conservation agency, the Department of the Interior
has basic responsibilities to protect and conserve our land and water, energy
and minerals, fish and wildlife, parks and recreation areas, and to ensure the
wise use of all these resources. The department also has major responsibility
for American Indian reservation communities and for people who live in island

territories under U.S. administration.

Publication services were provided by the graphics staff of the Falls Church Branch,

Eastern Team, Denver Service Center. Publication no. NPS-D46






